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Regional Profile

• Municipalities: 17 (14 towns, 3 villages) 

• Population (2020): 35,337 

• Households (2020): 14,822 

• Population change (2010-2020): -0.4%

• Median age (2020): 46.4*

• Median Household income (2023): $71,494

• Total jobs (2026): 16,065 

• Gross domestic product (2022): $2.05 billion  

* county-level data, differs slightly from regional 

commission service area 



Public Engagement





Engagement by the 
Numbers

335 people engaged at public events

101 survey responses

27 Municipal planning commission meetings

14 focus group participants

7 public events attended

6 Select Board meetings

4 idea poster locations

2 focus groups



Municipal  Meetings

• Introduce Act 181 and 
the sections relevant to 
municipalities

• Develop and refine the 
regional Future Land Use 
Map

• Discuss new tiered 
system of Act 250 
jurisdiction 



Engagement 
Results and 
Themes

Public Events, Focus Groups & 
Idea Posters



Dot Voting  Results
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Increased renewable energy and reduced GHG emissions

Strong agricultural and forest industries

Compact downtown and village centers surrounded by rural countryside

Abundant recreational opportunities for everyone

Safe, convenient, energy efficienct transportation systems for all users

Protected and preserved natural, scenic, and historic resources

Strong and diverse economy that provides satisfying and rewarding job

opportunities

Improved access to educational opportunities, childcare, and public

safety

Clean air and water, healthy forests and abundant wildlife

Safe, high-quality, and affordable housing for all Vermonters

Most Important Priorities for the Region



Open-ended 
Survey 
Responses:
Greatest 
strengths of 
the region

Sense of community, neighborly support during crises

Community spaces and events

Natural beauty

Rural character

Small-town feel

Access to outdoor recreation

Proximity to major cities such as Albany, NYC, and 
Boston



Open-ended 
Survey 
Responses:
Greatest 
challenges of 
the region

Housing affordability and availability

Economic stagnation – lack of jobs, low wages, 
limited growth

Resistance to change

Poverty, homelessness, and drug use

Access to healthcare

Access to public services



Plan Highlights



Organization of the Plan 

Introduction 
Natural Systems
 Natural Resources
 Climate Resilience
 Landscape and Character (Rural)
Living and Growing
 Landscape and Character (Growth)
 Housing
 Local Economy
Supporting Infrastructure
 Mobility and Transportation
 Energy
 Utilities, Facilities, and Infrastructure 
 Services

People and Community 
 Wellbeing and Recreation
 Community Life
 Education
Coordination and Implementation
 Governance and Coordination
 Implementation Matrix



Updates from 2024 Plan
• New thematic structure and greater visual emphasis
• Revised introduction that orients readers to the structure, key elements of 

the plan, and the BCRC
• Revised land use categories and policies that align with Act 181
• New municipal housing targets and methodology discussion 

• Strengthened policies to promote housing growth
• Greater emphasis on the significance of municipal buildings and 

water/wastewater systems in the Utilities and Facilities chapter
• Emphasis on community input, implementation, and environmental 

justice throughout the plan 
• Expanded Wellbeing and Recreation chapter that analyzes public health 

data and links it with planning
• New Community Life chapter developed in response to public input on this 

topic
• Expanded discussion of municipal governance and capacity in the 

Governance and Coordination chapter
• Discussions of poverty and food access integrated into the Local Economy 

chapter



Implementation 
Matrix 



FLU Map Overview
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Centers and 
Neighborhoods

• 1 Downtown
• 1 legacy downtown

• 22 Village Centers
• 17 legacy village centers

• 2 Planned Growth Areas
• 1 legacy Growth Center and 1 legacy 

Neighborhood Development Area

• 14 Village Areas
o Most Village Areas include multiple polygons





Tier 1B

Arlington Bennington Manchester

North 

Bennington
Shaftsbury



Arlington

• 2 legacy village centers

• National register historic district 
(Center) and key historic buildings 
(Remember Baker Mill in East, 
Chittenden House in West)

• Presence of flood plain and river 
corridor

• Town water throughout

• All eligible areas included



Bennington

• Legacy downtown and growth center

• National Register historic districts 
and multiple buildings

• Presence of flood plain and river 
corridor

• Public water and wastewater 
throughout

• All eligible area included



Manchester

• Legacy village center and 
neighborhood development area

• Multiple National Register listed 
buildings

• Presence of flood plain and river 
corridor

• Public water and wastewater, or plans 
for community water/wastewater 
systems and existing suitable soils

• All eligible area included



North Bennington

• Legacy village center

• National Register historic districts and 
multiple listed buildings

• Presence of flood plain and river 
corridor

• Public water and/or wastewater service 
throughout

• All eligible areas included



Shaftsbury

• Legacy village center

• Many homes greater than 50 years 
old

• Presence of flood plain or river 
corridor

• Water throughout, small areas with 
public sewer

• Includes Village Area associated with 
North Bennington Village Center

• Excludes Center Shaftsbury Village 
Center (north of image)



Housing Targets Methodology

• Finalize FLU mapping

• Use 2030 lower and upper for 
main target

• Assign fraction of overall target 
to each FLU area type per 
substantial majority requirement

• Assign fraction of target to 
municipality by its percentage of 
total FLU area in the category

• Municipal target constitutes the 
sum of these fractions



Housing Targets: Example

2030 2030



Housing Targets Methodology 2

• Same process applied to unit 
type, size, and ownership

• For non-primary 2050 target 
types, uses 2050 (Lower)
oLogic: Expectation of 

decreasing fractional share of 
statewide production due to 
infrastructure constraints 
(wastewater) and region's 
disproportionate COVID 
increase



Housing Targets: Results



Thank you! 
Any 

questions?
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